borders of text from the Quran within con-
ventional floral scrolls. Khalifa Mamun
who made some restoration in this edifice,
substituted his own name in the inscription
in Kufic running round the cornice of the
colonnade which supports the dome. In
spite of this the Arab writers unanimously
ascribe this edifice to its true builder
Abd al-Malik. In front of the northern
fagade, Abdulla ibn Tahir the Governor of
Khurasan, built a beautiful porch with
marble columns. Muqaddasi who visited
the Mosque in 985 A.D. mentions that it
had twenty-six entrances, fifteen on the
north side and eleven on the east.

windows in the
drum are of pierced plaster slabs filled
with coloured glass, but the original
windows were of pierced marble. The
drum which belongs to the Turkish period
has thirty-two ribs, is built in three sec-
tions and is covered with lead externally.
The builder resorted to the double wooden
dome for two reasons. Firstly because it
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